
With an appropriate assistive device, 
knowledge to make informed choices 

and agency to action them, a family of a 
child with a disability will never need to 

experience their child as less valued



1 .2 billion the largest minority in the world.  

75 million require an appropriate  wheelchair (1%) 

10 million live HIC  - 90%  have assistive devices they need 

65 million live LMIC  - 5% have assistive devices they need 

30 mil need to be produced, fitted, adjusted, 

supported & maintained annually 

3 mil wheelchairs actually produced annually 

WHO estimate of 5-15% of people who need a 

wheelchair can actually access one   

WHO World Report on Disability 2011





Woman run hybrid social enterprise addressing 
social, education & health barriers to inclusion

• Design & Manufacture range of locally 
appropriate assistive devices   

• Footprint in 9 provinces & 7 neighbouring 
countries 

• Export to Iraq, Georgia, India & Uganda 

• Clients Nat & Pro Gov, Medical Aids, INGO’s 

• 21 300 direct beneficiaries  pa

• 272 000 capacity building  pa

• SAHPRA registered 

• ISO 9001 certified 

• ISO 13485 in process  











The parent network: How does it work?

The network addresses the severe disconnect & lack of access to quality information experienced by families of 

children with disabilities through creating a (virtual) community where parents, caregivers, and friends:

O interact and support one another

O get tips and information from practitioners and experts to prepare for and deal with challenges and   questions

O create a sense of belonging that hopefully makes it easier to adapt and thrive despite all the changes.

Structure:
Advisory committee (1/prov) > 

Network parents (1/district) > Parent 

champs & families (local)

Families

(average size of 

3.45)
StatsSA

60 530 (incl network 

parents) x 15 families 

each

27 500
Families 

supported



Problem reporting to Monitoring assistance 



2019 2020
2019 numbers were 
significantly affected 

by Covid

Invested time in 
E-health & online 
training to scale 

advocacy and referral 
elements of our work 

in 2020

Expanded focus on 
strengthening family 

support services 
> Launched 

Champions of Change 
Trust  (DPO)

8 850 000 people with 
disabilities in SA 

Affecting  28 320 000 
family members



Shona@ShonaquipSE.org.za;            https://ShonaquipSE.org.za/

mailto:Shona@ShonaquipSE.org.za
https://shonaquipse.org.za/

